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ABSTRACT

The research paper under review iBuable attempt to sophisticatedly dissect literangster pieces focusing
their lens upon the role of mothers in them. It ldolbe illustrated through a critical, philosophicstientific and logical
analysis against the backdrop of their family, aband anthropological obligations that, how thaaapt of motherhood is
dealt by different authors. It will be helpful toviestigate whether a mother should always be ap#éication of sacrifice
and selflessness or some room and space shoulthalgiven to her as a human being with her owrnrelgsfeelings and

ambitions.
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INTRODUCTION

Whether singing or scolding, loving or smotherinmthers tend to occupy a mythic space erildnay
see them as creators, God — like beings who noarishmend, adults may have to learn how to see #®humans, real
people with their own histories and flaws and peatities. They may be resented, quietly toleratedpved to the point

of melodrama, as in Edgar Allan Poe’s poem “To Mgther”.
The angels, whispering to one another,
Can find among their burning terms of love,
None so devoted as that of “Mother”.

Mothers are considered to be a source of inspiratis role models, as teacher, as the life- gifamge, a lash
green prolific oasis in the parched desert ofdifel a solace from anxieties, worries and disappants. Sylvia Platpbays

homage to her mother in a unique way by highlighttme intimacy of her strong relationship.
“In any case, you are always there,
Tremulous breath at the end of my line,
Curve of water up leaping,
To my water rod, dazzling and grateful,
Touching and sucking.”

The traditional concept of motherhood is no doulsioarce of inspiration for poets, authors and Sloifhers.
Motherhood is considered to be synonymous withifsaey selflessness and absolute love. Literat@wiadpthe “Criticism

of life” should be a picturesque and vivid delineatioh human nature and life. Afuman nature is intricate,
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multidimensional, complicated and unpredictableeas the case with the depiction of different elesers in the realm of
literature. While going through the pages of litera we comeacross different hues, shades, tints and facets of
motherhood. Sometimes it is pure lone, sacrifieteinination and integrity but she is also portdags selfish, greedy,

self-centered and opportunist on the other hand.
The focus of our research is based on the question:

Whether the mother should always be dealt as aegsddr as a human also with all the weaknesses and

infirmities of nature?
LITERATURE REVIEW

To find the answer of this ticklish question we &éae come across different female characters inrdhe of
mothers. Whether it is Gertrude (Hamlet), Maury&éRs to the Sea), Lucy (Smokescreens), Nora (Bélbuse), Mrs.
Thurlow (The Ox), Mrs. Sunbury (The kite), Susam Room 19), and last but not the least Mother GpairgMother
Courage and her Children), all of them radiateed#ht gleams of human nature and the reader ie8dff pinpoint what

ought to be the real reflection of motherhood.

In the galaxy of these characters we first of akinGertrude who is introduced after the deathirgf Klamlet, in
the form of a newlywed Queen. Hamlet, her only seems to be devastated mentally as well as psyghalty by her

over-hasty marriage. He is unable to justify whanhpelled her to marry so early,
‘A little month or ere those shoes were old,
With which she followed my poor father’s body.’

This’ wicked speed’ and’ dexterity to incestuoueets’ is nerve wrecking for her son. Her life wganior
Hamlet, the late king of Denmark was just like amier of some fairy tale. Why does she become w tor¢he bestial

tactics of a Satyr forgetting completely the Hyparivho so loved?
“That he might not be teem the winds of heaven,
Visits her face too roughly”

She appears to be a weak, fun-loving and frail woms well as a carless mother in the beginning.uAlber

character the indictment of the Ghost is also nalahming who declares,
“My seemingly virtuous queen”

Such a woman sounds like a failed mother. Yet dedmr moral weakness she loves her son too munghisS
really concerned to restore his normalcy and et#rRasencrantz and Guildenstern to bring back toer fhuch changed
son”. She understands her son’s nature very welcammenting upon Hamlet’'s malady her assessmaiisisiutely right

when declares,
“I doubt it is no other but the main,
His father’s death and our over —hasty marriage”

Though she is not involved in the murder of herhbauml, but as a wife she does not fulfill her ligieis.

However, as a mother she wins our sympathies becshes tries her best to make her son as balancked ased to be.
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When it is decided that Ophelia will try to findtailhe cause of Hamlet's transformation, she exges®r concern by

saying these words to Ophelia,
“And for your part, Ophelia, | do wish,
That you're good beauties be the happy cause,
Of Hamlet's wildness; so shall | hope your virtues?
Will bring him to his wonted way again”

When Hamlet rebukes her in the Closet scene sketfeeprick of conscience and ultimately compessébr her
sins by drinking the poisonous cup. Though sheoisanfaithful wife yet proves herself to be a goundther and leaves

indelible marks on the pages of literature.

Another character is that of Lucy with whom, we @across in Brig house’s play “Smoke Screens”. iShe
presented as sharp-witted, adroit, energetic, bright (smart, intelligent), financially independent, aad egoist lady.
After a failed marriage she challengestak men folk by runningand managing successfully the cab business of her
own. She dedicates her life forsafe, bright and promising future of her daughter, Primrose. To save her fouaries
and taunts of society she sends her to a schoakwdtber children of broken families used to studgspite giving all the
luxuries of life to her daughter, she meets an atedul and rude behavior from her daughter. Primrstarts smoking,
uses make-up and remained out of home till latbtridgit Lucy does not object to 80 she cannot advise appropriately
and also cannot develofriendly relationship with her daughter and it dainferred that she fails to prove herself aytrul
successful mother. She hates to mention her examd&h name before Primrose and is against theutetof marriage.
Failed marriage makes her the apostle Bfpbsas de Matrimonio” (“Wedding Cuffs"). Primrose takea dire and
desperate(drastic) step of marrying John; the ugliest gaythie town just to expose the genuine feelingsesfrhother
towards her daughter. But Lucy does not object lvimakes her further determined that her mothersldwer business
only. But we feel sympathy for Lucy who is a germimother Bhind this hard covering. Her heart aches to hear
Primrose’s comments regarding her. Though she wentstop Primrose from this mismatch, yet does want to
aggravate the situation by imposing her will. Hoeewe see that beneath the stubborn crust otretss or behind the

smokescreen of indifference; there stands a gens@tiéess and sacrificing mother who murmurs determined tone:

........... but I'm behind the screen, you John. It's vgrsimple John. If you're not kind to Primrose | siia

shoot you.”

Mrs. Thurlow, the most hardworking, laborio(isdustrious zealous)and ox-like woman is another page in the
volume of motherhood. She has two sons and wodks ttawn to dusk at the houses of different pedjate(unattractive)
plain-featured, unappealing (stubborn), (rough) rugged arfdverage featured) woman who does not pay attentio

herself.She toils selflessly to save money for the sakeapromising future for her sons.When her lethargic and idle

husband is jailed, she does not bother and onfkshabout her money which was stolen by him. Shdssher son to their
maternal uncle who is a rich man. Later on whendawdes to bring them back, they refused to coawk las they get
used to the new life style and there was no ematiattachment between mother and sons. She coroksaiizn broken

heart and empty hands. Among all the mothers sbms¢o be the most unfortunate. People take hegrémted. As she

works like an ox, nobody considers her as a hunemgbwith a heart and feelings also.
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Though her character as a wife can be criticizetljtyis an undeniable fact that she is a pure erdftom every
angle. But what an irony of fate that the childfenwhom she ignores herself; denounce her as aianotler character
has some similarities with Lucy (Smoke Screens).adioth sacrifice their joys and feelings for ttekes of their children

but both are misunderstood and abandoned by #sgective children.

“THE KITE” by Somerset Maugham gives the image ofumusually possessive mother; Mrs. Sunbury. Angtro
lady with iron nerves, a dominating wife and asserimother. She is the lady of the house imposkgdecisions on the

family. She never allows her only son Hubert toypléth other boys in the streedhe firmly maintains,

“Evil communications corrupt good manners’ she saitlalways have kept myself to myself and | alwasll
keep myself to myself”

She expects same attitude from Hubert and Hubamtét since early childhood that whatever he eeedould
be demanded from his mother. When Betty comes timtolife of Hubert, Mrs. Sunbury feels devastatBdspite her
utmost efforts, Hubert marries Betty and leavesplaigents’ house. “Kite” in this story serves as sgebol of motherly
love. Hubert used to enjoy kite flying before mage. Mrs. Sunbury welcomes his desire to rejognpairents for kite
flying and the whole family is united again withoBetty’'s knowledge. Betty protests forcefully whéme secret is
revealed to her. Their relationship gets estraragedifinally it breaks up. Mrs. Sunbury becomeseamtly happy to get
her son back. Hubert refuses to pay the alimonynwdmenes to know that Betty did smash his favorite. Kite was like
motherly love for him, he prefers to be imprisomather than accommodating Betty after divorce. 8eha mother
fixated young man is depicted. An alarmingly diffet shade of motherhood is highlighted here. Sherges as a
dominating, cruel and selfish mother who ruins dwy son’s peaceful life for the sake of her egloe 8oes not appeal as

an ideal mother at all but a sick, selfish and ssagdoman.

Maurya in “Riders to the Sea” is the most helplekaracter in the garb of motherhood. A poor, cuei
woman who loses her father —in-law, husband arel §iins to sea. A helpless soul facing the slagsrtafne with stoic
resignation. On one occasion she tries her bedisskmade her only son, Bartley, from going to & ignores her harsh
and rude behavior and goes behind him to give loimething to eat. Her prophetic soul already waersahout the death
of her son; but surprisingly she receives the tragiws with a stoic resignation. The cry of a geaunother makes the

readers weep when she says to Bartley before partee,

“If it was a hundred horses, or a thousand horseswhad itself, what is the price of a thousand hessagainst

a son where there is one son only?”
When her all fears come true, she all of a sudéeoines calm and says,

“They're all gone now, and there isn’t anything merthe sea can do to me.....I'll have no call now te trying
and praying when the wind breaks from the south,dayiou can hear the surf is in the East, and the 6ig in
the West, making a great stir with the two noisasd they hitting one on the other. ‘I'll have no danow to be
going down and getting Holy water in the dark night...”

How pathetic, heart-rending and painful this cry @ming from the heart of a broken woman who rest |
everything. She is a mother a genuine mothertries her best to save her sons but fate iislysle and deprives
her of all of them. She shows stoic resignation imalves us to tears owing to the priceless and genpassion of

motherhood in her. A mother whose fate is eteraphgation from her sons
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Nora Helmer, the central character of Ibsen’s nmpetee ‘The Doll’'s House’ is the most artistic andique
example of this category. In the beginning of tteyshe is the ‘doll-wife’ ‘Singing lark’, prettyfittle Squirrel’ and ‘little
Spendthrift’ for her husband. She is living a hajgoylucky sort of life. Her children are only biligfnentioned in the text.
Loves her children madly rather she is proud ofrth&he appears as a playful and protective mofiee. is not an

authoritative, dominant mother but a jolly, livedpd fun mom.’
Following extract depicts the picture of a homeakhis Nora’s Garden of Eden.

“NORA: How fresh and well you look! Such red cheelike apple and roses (The children all talk at omc
while she speaks to them) have you had great furt#afls splendid! What, you pulled both Emmy and Bob

along on the sledge’ both at once? that was good. You are a clever boy, Iver. Let take

her for a little, Anne. My sweet little baby dol{Takes the baby from the maid and dances it up alwivn) Yes,

yes mother will dance with Bob too. What! Have ybaen snow balling? | wish | had been there too”.

Then Dorval’s suspicion and rigidity snakes intis tharadise. Nora gets shocked to know that his iwas only
superficial and he does not realize once that Mafaverything for the sake of her husband. Shenee decides to leave
this house which has imprisoned her soul for s@.lokpart from being a disillusioned wife he gleclares to
Helmer very plainly that she is leaving him becausesalled her hypocrite, a liar and a criminal.aiVine tries to stop her

by using the name of children to exploit her instiof motherhood, she rebuts,
“I know | leave them in better hands than mine” steays, ‘The way | am now | can’t be anything to the’
To a baffled and shocked Helmer she announces,

“There is another task | must undertake first. | nsti try and educate myself you are netrtian

to help me in that. | must do that for myself. Anldat's why | am going to leave you now.”

Though her motherhood is subject to severe critiadsie to this decision of leaving alone such innb&éls, yet
it is a reality that she had no other option. Lgviwith a person who was treating her like a playghior so long was just
like a sort of ‘living death’ and in such an enviroent children would turn into suppressed and abhabgrownups. So

here she appears to be a strange mother who sastifer motherhood for the sake of her “woundédd sel

Dorris Lessing’s “To Room 19” also depicts a revimmary change in the concept of motherhood. Sadter
spending a decade with her husband as a perfeptes@ll of a sudden realizes that she has lostttuer’ or ‘real self’ and
is now taken for granted by her family. Her husbaondhmits adultery but he is not at all ashamedt @hid she also
ignores it. She decides to find her lost ‘self’ dndlates herself physically as well as mentallyiew her staying at a
separate room in a hotel creates ripples in thpisiesis mind of her husband, she commits suicidke Bas a very good,
caring and sacrificing mother who gave up her aafee the sake of her children and husband. Unfately her

personality gets lost in the desert of domesticro@dments and she is forced to bid farewell to Heldcen forever.

The most astonishing, challenging and unbelievalgpiction of motherhood is that of Bertolt Brechgky
“Mother courage and Her Children”. A canteen woraih her three children; Kattrin, her dumb dauglaad two sons
Eilif and Swiss cheese. In the days of Swedish @gmpin Poland, she presents the picture of a wowtamis basically
poor but hardworking and shrewd enough, and knosvg well how to make money. A Machiavellian perdiipanot

believing in moral values and prefers war to pdasEause it is beneficial for her business. Onceappears to be subbing
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Eilif for his reckless venture and sounds like avanmtional mother but at another occasion deniestifying her slain son

Swiss cheese’. When her daughter Kattrin diessheti at all moved and starts her business again.

It is astonishing rather shocking that she preffersiness to her children. She is a business womarrging to
survive in this world but for whom a mother usuallyes so? Obviously for children but we do not fimig trait in her. So
this play has totally changed the concept of mdthed. She is no more an ideal mother, a goddessaifice or the
incarnation of selfless love but a human being veiththe complexities and weaknesses of charaétemother sans

motherhood.
FINDINGS

The above mentioned details and arguments aptigtifite the fact that any character in the realtitefature
should be dealt as a human being also. It wouldrb@justice with all the mothers to treat thentlsss incarnation of
sacrifice and selfless love only. They should hegitheir due space to emerge as multidimensidrabcters with all the
traits of head and heart; irrespective of the fewether their individuality appeal to the taboosofventional societies or

not. They are humans and should be allowed to leelileey humans and let them breathe in the worlcttvig theirs also.
CONCLUSIONS

Last but not the least, it can be concluded wittamyt hesitation that as all the characters in thednof literature
exhibit different shades of human psyche, in theesavay different women in the guise of mothersefthe mysteries
and complexities of their personalities also. Mdtio®d is a persona which may be hiding entirelyckimg and

complicated aspects of human psyche beneath it.
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